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Attended by Councillors: A Rouse (Chairman), G Booth (Vice-Chairman), P Spriggs, Y Reader & P Unwin  
FDC Councillor: G Booth & D Cutler  
Members of the public: 0 
Also Present: Sarah Bligh (Parish Clerk) 
 
1/26. To agree apologies for absence 
Apologies of absence were received and accepted from Cllrs Fowler and Williams, and County Councillor Osborn. 
 
2/26. To consider any requests by Councillors for dispensation - None Received 
 
3/26. To receive Members Declarations of Interest 

• Cllr Booth declared a personal interest in respect of agenda item 22/26 due to being a committee member of the 
Amenities 95 Management Committee 

  

4/26. Open Forum – Public participation. Agenda item time limited to 15 minutes. 
To allow up to 3 minutes for each member of the public who wishes to address the Council. 

• Cllr Diane Cutler, acting as Co-Ordinator for the Parson Drove & Wisbech St Mary Ward Community Speedwatch (CSW), 
reported that roadside sessions will start again in February, and noted that the Police continue to work effectively with 
the group. 

• As Chairman of Murrow Street Pride, Cllr Diane Cutler also reported that the group plans to cut back and tidy the area 
around the Parish Council bench on Back Road, which is frequently used by the community. 

 
5/26. To agree the minutes of the meeting dated 10th December 2025 
The minutes of the meeting dated 10th December 2025 were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
6/26. Matters arising from previous minutes not covered on the agenda (for information only) 

• The Clerk reported that the noticeboard grant application is nearing completion, with only the inclusion of necessary 
quotes remaining before submission.  

• Additionally, the Clerk advised that a Teams meeting has been scheduled for 25th February 2026 between the Parish 
Clerks of Parson Drove, Wisbech St Mary, and Sutton St Edmunds to discuss strategies for maximising value from the 
Wrydecroft Wind Farm grants allocated for the purchase of community MVAS/SID devices. 

 

7/26. To receive the Chairman’s Report 
• The Chairman reported that he, accompanied by the Clerk, had met with two arborist companies to obtain quotes for 

necessary tree works on the Village Green. During these consultations, a resident approached the Chairman to express 
concern regarding rainwater washing up to his front door at The Bank, which was attributed to a blocked drain. 

• The Clerk noted that she had been in contact with the Highways Maintenance Officer at Cambridgeshire County Council 
(CCC) to discuss proactive solutions for the blocked drains within the village. However, at the time of the report, no 
response had been received. 

• The Chairman further reported that the fencing on the triangle at Swan Bridge junction has now been repaired. 
• Additionally, the Chairman stated that three quotes had been obtained for the replacement of the acrylic top cover on 

the information board beside the Cage. He will provide these details to the Clerk so that the order can be placed. 
• The Chairman also reported that he had engaged in various discussions with the Clerk in order to progress outstanding 

Parish Council matters.  
• He had also been in touch with CAPALC to finalise details of the Clerk’s contract. This will be followed by an HR meeting 

to determine the contribution percentages for the Clerk’s pension, prior to ratification by the full council. 
 

8/26. To receive the District Councillors Reports 
• Cllr Booth reported that the process for the new local plan has been agreed, as previously detailed by Cllr Cutler at last 

month's meeting. Cllr Booth raised concerns regarding the anticipated two-year completion timeframe, noting his 
uncertainty even with the utilisation of existing reports. He also indicated that a further public consultation may be 
required. Frustration was expressed over the lack of comprehensive communication about the government's new 
process to FDC Councillors. 
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• A motion concerning digital identification was considered and received support from both Cllr Booth and Cllr Cutler. 
• Cllr Booth anticipates that further clarification on Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) will emerge in the coming 

months. Additionally, he reported that the Leader of FDC has indicated that the next district elections, originally 
scheduled for 2027, will be deferred in light of LGR's planned implementation in 2028. Parish Council elections, 
however, are expected to proceed in their regular four-year cycle. 

• Cllr Reader voiced concern that the parting of district council and parish council elections will have financial implications 
for the Parish Council. 

 
• Cllr Cutler stated that community engagement initiatives with both the Police and FDC have been established in the 

village, as well as across the wider FDC ward. All event dates are now shared on social media. The meetings have 
identified two primary concerns: speeding and parking outside the school, both of which remain persistent challenges. 

• Cllr Cutler also noted some unclearness regarding how the Police present their crime statistics online. In response, she 
has requested a more parish-specific report. While the Police have expressed willingness to accommodate this request, 
they are currently exploring suitable methods for producing such a tailored report. 

9/26. To receive the County Councillor Report - No discussion took place under this item. 
 

10/26. Highways Matters 
a) To report any new street lighting issues - No discussion took place under this item. 
b) To consider quote received from FDC streetlighting contractors for new streetlight opposite 65 Fen Road at 

£3,499.79 (Exc VAT) 
Cllr Reader reported that the Parish Council does hold healthy reserves for new streetlights and based on this 
information Cllr Unwin proposed that the Parish Council accept the quote, this was seconded by Cllr Reader 
and agreed by Councillors present. The Clerk to approve the quote with FDC. 

c) To report any Highways Issues to be raised by Councillors 
Cllr Spriggs expressed frustration over the lack of investigation and repair of the road defects to both Long 
Drove and The Bank at Clough Bridge. The Clerk to follow up with Highways. 
Cllr Reader expressed concern regarding the dangerous potholes on Seadyke Bank which she reported online 
in December and are still yet to be repaired. The Clerk to also follow up with Highways. 
Cllr Unwin also expressed concern over potholes still yet to be repaired in Church End. 

 

11/26. Planning Applications – Decision Updates: Noted 
(a) F/YR25/0818/TRTPO Works to 2 x Willow trees covered by TPO 03/2000 at Village Pond Main 

Road Parson Drove Cambridgeshire 
GRANTED 

(b) F/YR25/0812/TRTPO Works to 5 x London Plane and 1 x Lime Tree covered by TPO 
WR15/2/465/2 at Village Green The Bank Parson Drove Cambridgeshire 

GRANTED 

(c) F/YR25/0811/TRTPO Works to 1x Oak, 2x Horse Chestnut and 7x Lime covered by TPO 
WR/15/2/465/2 at Village Green The Bank Parson Drove Cambridgeshire 

GRANTED 

 

12/26. Planning Applications – For Comment: 
(a) F/YR25/0970/F Erect a detached annexe ancillary to existing dwelling and the 

siting of a mobile home (retrospective) at House With No 
Name Harolds Bank Parson Drove Wisbech Cambridgeshire 
PE13 4PT 
The Parish Council recommended APPROVAL. 

Applicant: Mr and Mrs Bates 
Agent: Alexandra Design 

 
13/26. Finance Matters  

(a) To receive the Finance & Budget Report for 2025/2026 to date. 
The bank reconciliation of 30th November 2025 balanced at £86,895.63 which was between the Santander 
Current Account of £53,284.20, the Santander Savings Account of £15,267.78 and the Unity Trust Account of 
£37,434.12 with £19,090.47 of unpresented payments. The report was agreed to and signed off by Cllr 
Yvonne Reader and unanimously agreed by Councillors. 

(b) To note the change in tax base for the draft budget and precept setting figures. 
The Clerk reported that the tax base had been increased by one to 469, which will affect the figures 
previously provided in the Draft Budget & Precept report but will have a live calculation spreadsheet 
available for the precept meeting on 28th January 2026. 
 
 

https://www.publicaccess.fenland.gov.uk/publicaccess/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=T6DW4CHEMG100&activeTab=summary
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14/26.  Finance Matters - To agree the outstanding payments of the Council: 
 

Item Description Total 
Amount 

Power to Spend  

(a) Clerks December Pay £980.20 LG Act 1972 S112 Agreed 
(b) Clerks December Expenses – includes Working 

from Home Allowance 
£38.49 LG Act 1972 S112 Agreed 

(c) HMRC Tax & NI for Month 10 £84.48 LG Act 1972 S112 Agreed 
(d) James Pest Control – Moles on Village Green £65.00 Open Spaces Act 1906 SS9 -10 Agreed 
(e) Clerks & Council Direct – Annual Subscription £126.00 LG Act 1972 S143 Agreed 
(f) Eon Next – December Energy for the Cage (D/D) £48.98 Parish Councils Act 1957 S3 Agreed 

 

 

15/26. Finance Matters – To ratify payments made: 
 

(a) Tesco Mobile (Direct Debit) £9.50 LG Act 1972 S111 Approved 
(b) FACT – Shuttlebus November £154.43 LG & Rating Act 1997 S26 Approved 
(c) Unity Bank Account Fee (Standing Order) £6.00 LG Act 1972 S111 Approved 
(d) Santander Bank Account Fee - Current £4.99 LG Act 1972 S111 Approved 
(e) Santander Bank Account Fee - Savings £4.99 LG Act 1972 S111 Approved 

 
The Council resolved to authorise the expenditure for the month of December and ratified the payments already 
made, the payments would be made by BACS from the Unity Trust bank account. The agreed invoices were signed off 
by Cllrs Unwin and Booth. 
 
16/26. Finance Matters – Grant Applications 

(a) Section 137 Applications - Nil 
(b) Wrydecroft Small Grants Programme - Nil 

 
17/26. Correspondence  

(a) To discuss email received from Parson Drove Village Hall regarding donation of defibrillator. 
Councillor Booth reported that following the offer from Parson Drove Village Hall, it was found that the 
defibrillator they mentioned has been discontinued and replacement pads are no longer available. As a 
result, the Parish Council thanked the Village Hall for their consideration but declined the offer. 
The Clerk requested an update on the outcome of the previous clerk’s ‘adopt a kiosk’ application. Cllr Reader 
explained that BT had written to the Clerk but ultimately declined the adoption because they planned to use 
the phone box as an antenna. Since there has been no further progress with the kiosk, the Clerk suggested 
contacting BT again so councillors could possibly consider a defibrillator project next year. Councillors agreed 
to this process, and the Clerk will follow up. 
The Chairman further stated that, should the adoption be declined again, a request should be made for BT to 
maintain the Phone Box, given its status as a listed structure within a conservation area. 

18/26. Social Media 
(a) To discuss the creation and maintenance of a Parson Drove Parish Council Facebook Page 

Cllr Unwin proposed creating a Parson Drove Parish Council Facebook Page to improve communication with 
residents, alongside the Parish Post magazine. The Clerk suggested that she and Cllr Unwin manage the page, 
with messaging and commenting disabled, eliminating the need for moderators. She also advised 
establishing a Media Policy. Cllr Reader reported that the Parish Council had adopted a Media Policy in the 
past, but this would have to be updated to include social media.  
The Chairman supported the idea and proposed the creation of the Facebook Page as well as an up-to-date 
Media Policy. This was seconded by Cllr Unwin and agreed to by the Council. 
 

19/26. Policy Review and Adoption 
(a) Financial Regulations 

The Clerk presented the updated March 2025 NALC Financial Regulations, which the Council adopted. The 
Clerk will publish them on the Parish Council website. 

(b) Standing Orders 
The Clerk also provided a detailed update on the Standing Orders, as revised by NALC in March 2025. The 
Council duly reviewed and adopted the Standing Orders, and the Clerk will arrange for their publication on 
the Parish Council’s website. 
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(c) IT Policy 
The Clerk explained that the Parish Council must adopt an IT Policy as part of the new Assertion 10 of the 
AGAR. The Clerk reported that she had produced a consolidated version of the NALC template based on the 
needs of a small parish council. 
Cllr Booth expressed concern that unless Councillors have IT devices provided by the Parish Council the policy 
is still too harsh. Cllr Booth stated that Parish Councillors are not required by legislation to hold dedicated 
Parish Council email addresses and expressed caution that there are now seven data protection principles. 
Cllr Booth further stated that in his opinion the biggest risk to the Parish Council is ransomware and phishing 
emails. 
Following further discussion the Clerk agreed to send the draft IT Policy to Cllrs Unwin and Booth for their 
amendments, as well as providing them with the NALC template, and defer the item until the next meeting. 
The Clerk agreed to contact other Local Parish Clerks to seek advice regarding their own IT Policies. 
The Chairman concluded that when dedicated Parson Drove Parish Council email addresses become 
compulsory, that potentially this could be looked at as a project and implemented on devices/tablets 
provided by the Parish Council. 
The Clerk also reported that the new Parson Drove .gov.uk was having issues sending to individuals with a BT 
Internet email address. Cllr Unwin raised the question whether we could ask Tamar to provide a new .gov.uk 
address which would also be the domain for the website. The Clerk agreed to follow this up and report back. 
 

20/26. Assets & Maintenance 
(a) To discuss restoration of the Information Board beside the Cage 

The Chairman reported that he had obtained three different quotes and all were under £50.00. This however 
excluded fitting, which he aims to complete himself. The Chairman to liaise with Clerk for ordering. 

(b) To receive an update on Tree Works  
The Clerk reported that, following the Parish Council’s financial authorisation (subject to the quote being 
within budget and agreed by Cllr Reader and the Chairman) DM Tree and Landscape Contractors Ltd had 
been instructed to undertake the approved works as their quotation was considerably less than the 
alternatives. 
The quote detailed the following works: 

• Works to the Village Green — £2,125.00 (excl. VAT). This excluded the Hornbeam (3), as works have been 
awarded to DKO Wheatley. 

• Works to two Willow trees at the Village Pond — £2,345.00 (excl. VAT), plus £625.00 (excl. VAT) for booking 
road space and providing appropriate traffic management. 

• A full tree survey and health report for the Village Green and the Village Pond — £1,675.00 (excl. VAT). 
The Clerk approved all quotes and informed DM Landscapes that the Parish Council is keen for the work 
to commence as soon as possible, particularly with the nesting season approaching. 

(c) To receive an update on the Permissive Walkway 
The Clerk reported that North Level Internal Drainage Board (NLIDB) has offered to provide the kissing gates 
as a gift towards the completion of the permissive walkway. The Clerk also noted that DM Landscapes have 
been informed that the Parish Council would like to retain the bark chippings for use on the footpath. 
The clerk also reported that CCC have been approached for the provision of road planings to build the bank 
up and that a footpath sign has been designed and will be sent to NLIDB for their approval. 
 
The Clerk also reported that NLIDB have raised no objections to the placement of road planings along the 
allotment access as mentioned at last month’s meeting. 

 
21/26. The Cage Maintenance  
The Chairman reported that the only item currently outstanding was the sign which will be delivered by the friends of 
the cage community group. 
Cllr Spriggs recommended that the inside needs redecoration, which the Clerk will add as an agenda item for the next 
meeting. 
 
22/26. To receive the Amenities 95 Management Committee Report 
Cllr Booth reported that a committee meeting was held on 4th January 2026 which set out actions for the following 
year and aims to work alongside Friends of St Johns to avoid the clashing of dates. The Children’s Christmas Party was 
unfortunately poorly attended, and the New Year’s Party was cancelled due to poor ticket sales. 
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23/26. To collate agenda items for the next meeting 
Cllr Booth – Parish Council Elections and the effect of Local Government Reorganisation 
Cllr Spriggs – Internal redecoration of The Cage. 
Cllr Reader – Deferred IT Policy   
 
24/26. Date of Next Meeting 
Wednesday 28th January 2026 (Precept Setting) 7:00pm  The Cage, Village Green, Parson Drove 
 

The meeting was closed at 9:40pm 


