sl PARSON DROVE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Parson Drove Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 11t February 2026 at Parson Drove Village Hall,
Main Road, Parson Drove

Attended by Councillors: A Rouse (Chairman), G Booth (Vice-Chairman), P Spriggs, Y Reader, R Fowler, P Williams &
P Unwin

FDC Councillors: G Booth & D Cutler

Members of the Public: 3

Also Present: Sarah Bligh (Parish Clerk)

32/26. To agree apologies for absence — None Received
33/26. To consider any requests by Councillors for dispensation — None Received

34/26. To receive Members Declarations of Interest
e ClIr Booth declared a personal interest in respect of agenda item 55/26 due to being a committee member of the
Amenities 95 Management Committee

35/26. Open Forum — Public participation. Agenda item time limited to 15 minutes.
To allow up to 3 minutes for each member of the public who wishes to address the Council.
e Aresident addressed the Parish Council regarding item 43/26(a) as the applicant and spoke to elaborate on the details
of the application.
e  ClIr Diane Cutler, acting as Co-Ordinator for the Parson Drove & Wisbech St Mary Ward Community Speedwatch (CSW),
reported that roadside sessions for February & March will go ahead but the number scheduled will depend on the
weather.

36/26. To agree the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting dated 14" January 2026 and to agree the minutes (and
confidential minutes) of the Precept Meeting dated 28" January 2026.

The Council resolved including any amendments to accept as a true record, the minutes of the meetings. These were
duly signed by the Chairman.

37/26. Matters arising from previous minutes not covered on the agenda (for information only) - Nil

38/26. To receive the Chairman’s Report

e The Chairman reported that he had engaged in various discussions with the Clerk in order to progress outstanding
Parish Council matters.

e The Chairman further reported that he will be attending a meeting with CCC Highways Maintenance Officer (HMO)
along with the Clerk, next Tuesday 17" February 2026 to discuss all highways issues within the parish.

e The Chairman remained hopeful that the permissive walkway will open in the spring but due to the recent weather not
much progress has been made; however, whilst on site with the clerk he assessed the possible entry and exit points.

e The Chairman also reported that further maintenance may be required to the information board at the Cage as the
paint is starting to peel.

e The Chairman also stated that works to the pond are ongoing with the tree works to the willows expected to be
undertaken soon.

39/26. To receive the District Councillors Reports

e  (Clir Booth reported that the next full council is scheduled for two weeks time, which will be the council tax setting
meeting.

e Clir Booth further reported that the district council's fees and charges were expected to rise with inflation, as discussed
at the recent Overview & Scrutiny Committee meeting. During the same meeting, the Leader of the Council provided
reassurance concerning the upcoming district council elections, confirming that they will take place as scheduled in
2027. This confirmation offered clarity for Parish Councils, ensuring they will not be liable for additional costs that could
arise if district and parish elections were to be held separately. Cllr Booth also expressed caution that this decision has
not been a motion nor discussed at full council to date.

40/26. To receive the County Councillor Report - No discussion took place under this item.
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41/26. Highways Matters

a)
b)

To report any new street lighting issues - No discussion took place under this item.

Local Projects — 20mph funding programme open until 27®" March 2026

Clir Booth recommended making an application for a 20mph zone outside the village school. This proposal
was agreed by Council and the Clerk to submit the application.

To report any Highways Issues to be raised by Councillors

Councillors expressed frustration over the condition of the roads in the parish, particularly the number of
dangerous potholes specifically on Main Road at Church End but also on Long Drove, Sealeys Lane, The Bank
at Clough Bridge and Silvers Lane. The Clerk to bring these matters to the HMOQ'’s attention at next weeks
meeting.

42/26. Planning Applications — Decision Updates: Nil

43/26. Planning Applications — For Comment:

(a)

F/YR25/0870/F Change of use of land for residential use and erect 1.2m Applicant: Mr & Mrs Woulfe

RECONSULTATION | fence (retrospective) at Land North And East Of 124 Main Architecture Limited

(max) front boundary fence and 1.8m (max) rear boundary Agent: Swann Edwards

Road Parson Drove Cambridgeshire
The Parish Council recommended APPROVAL.

(b)

F/YR26/0011/F Change of use to camp site and erect 1 x single-storey Applicant: Mr Alan Dixon

building (washing area) and 1 x single-storey toilet/shower Agent: Peter Humphrey
block (part-retrospective) at Land South East Of Manor Farm | Associates Ltd

344 Main Road Church End Parson Drove Cambridgeshire
The Parish Council recommended APPROVAL subject to
conditions being in place to limit camp site occupancy to 10
months of the year. The Parish Council also wishes to note
that they support the Highways Officers conditions.

44/26. Planning Matters:

(a)

(b)

(c)

Notice of Commencement - New Local Plan known as Fenland 50 and the role of Parish Councils during the
development of Fenland 50

The Clerk reported that the notice of commencement formally marks the start of FDC preparing a new Local
Plan under the Government’s new plan-making system. The Clerk further reported that FDC welcomed the
Parish Councils support to publicise the scoping consultation on the Facebook social media page. This was
approved by Councillors and the Clerk to post the link on the page to encourage residents, community
groups and local businesses to complete the survey.

Fenland 50 Consultation (closing date 16" March 2026) — Early Engagement

The Clerk reported that FDC had asked Parish Councils to include the consultation as an agenda item.
Councillors discussed their priorities for Fenland and for the parish of Parson Drove in relation to planning.
They highlighted several key values to guide future development: directing growth to towns rather than
villages, ensuring the timely delivery of the Local Plan, securing appropriate infrastructure, ensuring
development viability, preserving the Neighbourhood Plan, and considering the potential introduction of CIL.
The Clerk to respond to the consultation on behalf of the Parish Council.

Peterborough Local Plan Public Consultation — Alternative Site Option (closing date 5™ March 2026) - Noted

45/26. Finance Matters

(a)

To note that the appropriate sum for the purpose of section 137(4)(a) of the Local Government Act 1972 (the
1972 Act) for parish and town councils in England for 2026-27 is £11.60. - Noted

46/26. Finance Matters - Investment Strategy
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(a) To consider a CCLA Public Sector Deposit Fund (PSDF) as a source of investment.

Following discussion, the Council agreed to using a CCLA PSDF to invest reserves to make prudent use of
these funds.

(b) Giving delegated authority to the Clerk to move funds from the PSDF back to the Unity Trust Account to
ensure liquidity. This was approved by the Council unanimously.

(c) Amount to be deposited into the PSDF.

The Parish Council agreed to invest the minimum amount of £25,000 with an evaluation after six months
with the possibility of investing a further £25,000, making a total of £50,000 maximum.



https://www.publicaccess.fenland.gov.uk/publicaccess/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=T09IR9HEKVC00&activeTab=summary
https://www.publicaccess.fenland.gov.uk/publicaccess/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T1YBPYHEL8Z00

Clir Reader recommended moving the funds (approximately £15,000) from the Santander Savings Account
into the Santander Current Account and closing the Savings Account. This could then be moved into the Unity
Account and would assist to fund the £25,000 needed to open the CCLA PSDF. This process was agreed by
Councillors.

47/26. Finance Matters - To agree the outstanding payments of the Council:
Item | Description Total Power to Spend
Amount
(a) Clerks January Pay £952.59 LG Act 1972 5112 Agreed
(b) Clerks January Expenses — includes Working £38.49 LG Act 1972 S112 Agreed
from Home Allowance
(c) HMRC Tax & NI for Month 11 £84.48 LG Act 1972 5112 Agreed
(d) NEST Pensions for Month 11 £62.12 LG Act 1972 5112 Agreed
(e) Wave — Water for the Cage £50.54 LG Act 1972 S133 Agreed
(f) Eon Next — January Energy for the Cage (D/D) £58.38 Parish Councils Act 1957 S3 Agreed
(g) FACT — Shuttlebus — Final Invoice £77.21 LG & Rating Act 1997 S26 Agreed
(h) Cambs ACRE - Membership £74.50 LG Act 1972 5143 Agreed
(i) Viking Direct — Printer Toner £64.91 LG Act 1972 5111 Agreed
48/26. Finance Matters — To ratify payments made:
(a) Tesco Mobile (Direct Debit) £9.50 LG Act 1972 5111 Approved
(b) Unity Bank Account Fee (Standing Order) £6.00 LG Act 1972 5111 Approved
49/26. Finance Matters — Grant Applications

(a)

Section 137 Applications - Nil

(b) Wrydecroft Small Grants Programme - Nil

50/26.
(a)

51/26.
(a)

Correspondence
To discuss email received from Parson Drove Street Pride (PDSP) regarding condition of Community Orchard
The Clerk reported that PDSP had raised safety concerns regarding the condition of the wooden access steps,
noting movement likely caused by animal activity.
Cllr Booth explained that PDSP originally installed the wooden steps into the Community Orchard when the
allotment was provided free of charge to be maintained by PDSP for community use.
Clir Reader acknowledged that issues exist but noted that the historical maintenance responsibility for the
Community Orchard lies with PDSP.
Clir Spriggs confirmed that he intends to assess the steps with the Chairman to determine what repairs are
required to ensure safety. The Clerk will liaise with PDSP.

Local Government Reorganisation

To discuss the effect on Parish Council Elections

Clir Booth reiterated that the Leader of FDC confirmed at the public Overview & Scrutiny Committee meeting
(available on YouTube) that the district elections will proceed as scheduled in 2027. Clir Booth also stated
that, as a result, no negative financial impact is expected for the Parish Council. Election costs should remain
in line with previous years when district and parish elections were held together.

Clir Booth also noted that a new Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) consultation has been launched for
residents and stakeholders to give feedback on the unitary proposals submitted to the Ministry of Housing,
Communities and Local Government (MHCLG). The Clerk confirmed that the notification had only just been
received and advised that the consultation would be added to the agenda for the March meeting.

52/26. Policy Review and Adoption

(a)
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IT Policy

The Clerk proposed that this item be deferred until March meeting as she had only just received the
amended version from Clir Booth. Clir Booth reported that he had amended the 6 data protection principles
to the 7 GDPR principles, the option for Councillors to use personal email addresses but with restrictions, and
that the Clerks laptop needs to have commercial antivirus software installed. The Clerk to add the amended
version for review and adoption onto the March agenda.




(b) Investment Strategy/Policy
Clir Booth proposed that the policy be amended to set the maximum permitted investment at £50,000.
Councillors agreed to this amendment. Clir Reader then proposed that the Investment Strategy be adopted
with this amendment incorporated. Cllr Booth seconded the proposal and suggested that the policy be
reviewed every three years. Councillors agreed, and the Investment Strategy was duly adopted

53/26. Assets & Maintenance

(a) To discuss restoration of the Information Board beside the Cage
The Chairman reported that he had provided the Clerk with a list of companies and costs for the replacement
acrylic panel. He advised that maintenance had been delayed due to unfavourable weather but would be
progressed at the earliest opportunity.

(b) To receive an update on Tree Works
The Clerk reported that DKO Wheatley had confirmed the Hornbeam (3) tree works were completed on 10th
February 2026. DM Landscapes also confirmed that road space and traffic management have been booked
for the Willow tree works at the pond, scheduled for Tuesday 24th February 2026. Following this, the
remaining works to the Village Green trees and the tree health report are expected to be completed.
Clir Reader expressed concern that the tree health report should be completed first, as any diseased trees
identified may potentially need to be felled. The Clerk will clarify the situation with the contractors and
request that the health report is carried out as soon as possible.

(c) Toreceive an update on the Permissive Walkway
ClIr Spriggs confirmed that the new kissing gates have arrived but that no assembly instructions were
provided. Cllr Fowler supplied the Clerk with details of the gate supplier and model so that instructions could
be obtained

(d) To receive an update on the BT Kiosk — Adoption for a defibrillator
The Clerk reported that the notice of intention to adopt was placed in the kiosk on 29th January 2026.
Photographic evidence of the notice in situ was provided to BT. BT confirmed that the consultation period will
run until 29th April 2026. The Chairman reported that, should the Parish Council be successful in the
adoption, significant maintenance would be required to the paintwork and the glass or acrylic panels in the
doors. It was suggested that the signage on all sides of the kiosk, which currently reads “Telephone”, could be
amended so that the front and rear display “Parson Drove” and the sides display “Defibrillator”.
The Clerk advised that the project may be eligible for funding from Wrydecroft Windfarm, as the installation
would constitute as a valuable community asset.

(e) Toreceive an update on the new Noticeboard — Conservation Officer response & Application for funding
The Clerk reported that the Conservation Officer at FDC has approved the new noticeboard and confirmed
that, despite its larger size compared to the existing noticeboard, planning permission is not required. The
Clerk also reported that the funding application to the Wrydecroft Windfarm has been submitted.

54/26. The Cage Maintenance
(a) To consider the interior redecoration of the Cage.
Clir Spriggs reported that the Cage requires a thorough clean, completion of ceiling repairs, and a fresh coat
of paint. Cllr Fowler recommended obtaining quotations and presenting them at the next meeting. The Clerk
was asked to contact three contractors for quotes. Clir Reader noted that, as the Cage will soon reopen to the
public, any planned decorating should first be discussed with the Friends of the Cage group.

55/26. To receive the Amenities 95 Management Committee Report

Cllr Booth reported that a committee meeting has been scheduled to review the accounts in preparation for the AGM
on 28th March 2026, which will be a public meeting. Clir Fowler raised a question regarding responsibility for the
roadway leading to the Village Hall. Clir Booth confirmed that Amenities 95 is responsible for the roadway, that they
are aware of its condition, and that a volunteer is currently seeking to source repair materials, with repairs to be
carried out when weather conditions improve.

56/26. To collate agenda items for the next meeting

The Clerk — IT Policy and LGR Consultation

Clir Reader — Grass Cutting Tender, Assets Register and Risk Assessment

Clir Fowler — Silvers Lane (Capital Maintenance Programme)

Clir Fowler — Griddle damage at Henlow Farm Access (New Drainage Improvement Works)
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57/26. Date of Next Meeting
Wednesday 11" March 2026 7:00pm Parson Drove Village Hall, Main Road, Parson Drove

The meeting was closed at 9:00pm
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