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Attended by Councillors: G Booth (Vice-Chairman), P Spriggs, Y Reader, R Fowler, P Williams & P Unwin  
FDC Councillors: G Booth & D Cutler  
Members of the Public: 1 
Also Present: Sarah Bligh (Parish Clerk) 
 
Cllr Gavin Booth opened the meeting at 7pm and reported that due to the resignation of Adrian Rouse as Chairman 
and Councillor on Monday 9th March 2026; that he would be chairing the meeting as Vice-Chair. The parish council will 
be following the correct statutory duty and procedure to fill the vacancy, and that the appointment of a chairman for 
the remainder of the municipal year will be the first item of business on the April agenda.  
 

58/26. To agree apologies for absence 
Apologies of absence were received during the meeting and accepted from County Councillor Osborn. 
 
59/26. To consider any requests by Councillors for dispensation – None Received 
 
60/26. To receive Members Declarations of Interest 

• Cllr Spriggs declared a personal interest in respect of agenda item 81/26 due to being a family member of one of the 
contractors quoting. 

• Cllr Booth declared a personal interest in respect of agenda item 82/26 due to being a committee member of the 
Amenities 95 Management Committee 

• Cllr Fowler declared a personal interest in respect of both 69/26(a) and 79/26 due to family connections. 
  

61/26. Open Forum – Public participation. Agenda item time limited to15 minutes. 
To allow up to 3 minutes for each member of the public who wishes to address the Council. 

• Cllr Diane Cutler, in her capacity as Co-Ordinator for the Parson Drove & Wisbech St Mary Ward Community Speedwatch 
(CSW), provided an update regarding the recent activities of the group. She confirmed that all scheduled sessions have 
been completed as planned. However, she noted that the group has lost its dedicated enforcement officer for Parson 
Drove, as this officer has been reassigned to March Police. The officer currently responsible for Wisbech St Mary Parish 
and further areas, will now also be overseeing enforcement duties for Parson Drove. 
Cllr Diane Cutler further informed the Council that, as Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) in Cambridgeshire 
currently lack enforcement powers, she intends to initiate a formal request to Cambridgeshire Constabulary for the 
training of local PCSOs in enforcement duties. She anticipates that this proposal may encounter resistance from the 
Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC).  

Due to a member of the public wishing to address the Parish Council regarding item 80/26(d) the Vice-Chairman 
agreed to move that item forward. 
80/26. Assets & Maintenance 
(d) To receive an update on the Community Orchard 
The Chairman of Parson Drove Street Pride (PDSP) reported that the orchard is currently unkempt. A contractor’s 
quote for improvements, totaling £1,894.24 (no VAT), had been received which offered the group ideas to enhance 
sustainability. As this cost exceeds PDSP’s available funds, grant funding is being sought. 
The Vice-Chairman noted that Parish Council community grants from Wrydecroft Windfarm are limited to £1,000; it 
was suggested that PDSP apply directly to Wrydecroft for grants up to £10,000. 
Members raised concerns regarding the long-term maintenance of the orchard, citing a shortage of volunteers. The 
PDSP Chairman expressed optimism that volunteers would help maintain the orchard once it is cleared but emphasised 
the need for increased community engagement and use of the orchard’s produce. 
The Clerk will facilitate contact between the school PTA, which is currently awaiting an allotment, and PDSP to explore 
opportunities for mutual support. 
Cllr Reader suggested prioritising more food crops and fewer flower bulbs and recommended that the project be 
divided over two years with phased funding. 
The Vice-Chairman confirmed that the Clerk will provide the grant application and coordinate the PTA contact. 
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Cllr Spriggs confirmed that he will inspect the broken steps at the orchard entrance next week, weather permitting. 
Cllr Unwin advised that approaching local businesses for material donations may prove more effective than seeking 
grant funding. 
 
62/26. To agree the minutes of the meeting dated 11th February 2026. 
The Council resolved including any amendments to accept as a true record, the minutes of the meetings. These were 
duly signed by the Vice - Chairman. 
 
63/26. Matters arising from previous minutes not covered on the agenda (for information only) 
The Clerk reported that the 20mph zone application for outside the school had been submitted to CCC. That due to the 
resignation of the chairman the opening of the CCLA PSDF account will now be deferred until a third signatory was 
considered and that Silvers Lane and the griddle damage at Henlow Farm had been brought up with the HMO at the 
meeting on 17th February 2026. 
The Vice-Chairman reported that he had contacted Santander and tried to move the available funds from the savings 
account into the current account and expressed frustration that due to the lack of up to date contact details for the 
signatories, this could not be followed up and authorised. The only possible solution was to order a cheque book for 
the savings account, which has been arranged. The Vice-Chairman advised that he has requested online access to the 
accounts, but these would be view-only. 
The Clerk advised that she had ordered a cheque book for the Unity Bank Account, so once the funds have been moved 
away from Santander, the accounts can be closed. 
 
64/26. To receive the Chairman’s Report – The Vice-Chairman proposed that this item was removed from the agenda 
moving forward, this was agreed by Councillors. 
 
65/26. To receive the District Councillors Reports 

• Cllr Booth reported that he attended the recent Full Council meeting where next year's Council Tax was set, 
confirming Parson Drove's parish precept remains among the lowest in Fenland.  

• Cllr Cutler reported that she will be attending a meeting on 13th March 2026 about Local Government 
Reorganisation. 
 

Cllr Spriggs inquired with the district councillors about any updates regarding the planning enforcement issue on 
Seadyke Bank, Murrow. The Clerk to request that Cllr Booth follow up on the matter with the appropriate FDC officer. 

66/26. To receive the County Councillor Report - No discussion took place under this item. 
 
67/26. Highways Matters 

a) To report any new street lighting issues - No discussion took place under this item. 
b) To report any Highways Issues to be raised by Councillors 

• Cllr Fowler reported that the griddles at Henlow Farm are being moved due to turning wheels on 
HGV and farming traffic and are at risk of becoming a trip hazard. He also expressed extreme 
frustration regarding the dangerous condition of Silvers Lane and raised his concern for the residents 
of the road if they needed an emergency vehicle to attend their property. 

• The Vice-Chairman suggested that the parish council could respond to a recent TTRO proposal 
(circulated today) for a closure to Silvers Lane by stating that could this also facilitate the resurfacing 
to the road. The clerk to follow up. 

• Cllr Spriggs expressed concern that although a few pothole repairs had taken place on Long Drove, 
many defects where the road has broken up; remain. 

• The Clerk reported on her recent meeting with the Highways Maintenance Officer (HMO), where she 
was driven around the parish to look at areas of concern, which included Main Road - Church End, 
Sealeys Lane, approach to Clough Bridge, Fen Road, High Side, Seadyke Bank and Silvers Lane. The 
HMO noted all these issues and will follow up. 

• Cllr Spriggs raised concern that two more accidents had occurred at Swan Bridge in the last week. 
• Cllr Spriggs also noted that the MVAS/SID sign is still not working and has been out of action for quite 

some time. 
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68/26. Planning Applications – Decision Updates: - Noted 
(a) F/YR25/0870/F Change of use of land for residential use and erect 1.2m (max) front boundary 

fence and 1.8m (max) rear boundary fence (retrospective) at Land North And 
East Of 124 Main Road Parson Drove Cambridgeshire 

GRANTED 

(b) F/YR25/0899/F Erect 1 x self-build/custom build dwelling with detached double garage 
involving the demolition of existing dwelling and buildings at Danlyn Long 
Drove Parson Drove Wisbech Cambridgeshire PE13 4JT 

GRANTED 

(c) F/YR25/0970/F Erect a detached annexe ancillary to existing dwelling and the siting of a mobile 
home (retrospective) at House With No Name Harolds Bank Parson Drove 
Wisbech Cambridgeshire PE13 4PT 

GRANTED 

 
69/26. Planning Applications – For Comment: 

(a) F/YR26/0112/O Erect up to 4 x dwellings involving the formation of an access 
(outline application with matters committed in respect of 
access) at Land To The East Of 114 Main Road Parson Drove 
Cambridgeshire 
The Parish Council recommended deferring this item. The 
Clerk to request a further extension of time due to the FDC 
Planning Portal being down, and members not being able to 
fully consider the application. If the EOT is refused, then the 
Parish Council will default to objection due to not being able 
to access the current information. 

Applicant: Mrs P McCarter 
Agent: Swann Edwards 
Architecture Limited 

 
70/26. Planning Matters – Fenland 50 launch of a “Call for Sites” and “Local Green Space designation” consultation 
(Closing Date 30th April 2026)  
The Vice-Chairman noted that the Parish Council may suggest sites for the Fenland 50 initiative; however, if the relevant 
landowner does not submit the site for development, it will probably not be considered by the authority. 
Cllr Reader recalled that during the previous local plan process, the Parish Council undertook a thorough assessment 
of all suitable areas for development within the parish. Despite the extensive research and consideration involved, this 
effort proved ineffective if landowners did not participate in the call for sites. It was suggested that it would be more 
efficient for the Parish Council to wait until all sites have been submitted and then respond to the Strategic Housing 
and Economic Land Availability Assessment (SHELAA) after careful review. 
The Vice-Chairman proposed that the Parish Council should submit a response to the consultation, confirming that its 
existing comments remain valid and consideration of sites put forward for development will be made once the 
authority undertakes its SHELAA process. The clerk to respond to the consultation via email. 
 
71/26. Finance Matters  

(a) To receive the Finance & Budget Report for 2025/2026 to date. 
The bank reconciliation of 31st January 2026 balanced at £92,205.03 which was between the Santander 
Current Account of £52,741.83, the Santander Savings Account of £15,293.73 and the Unity Trust Account of 
£23,527.89 with £1,472.72 of unpresented payments and £2,114.30 of unpresented receipts. The report was 
agreed to and signed off by Cllr Pam Williams and unanimously agreed by Councillors. 

 

72/26. Finance Matters - To agree the outstanding payments of the Council: 
 

Item Description Total 
Amount 

Power to Spend  

(a) Clerks February Pay £952.59 LG Act 1972 S112 Agreed 
(b) Clerks February Expenses – includes Working 

from Home Allowance 
£38.49 LG Act 1972 S112 Agreed 

(c) HMRC Tax & NI for Month 12 £84.48 LG Act 1972 S112 Agreed 
(d) NEST Pensions for Month 12 (D/D) £62.12 LG Act 1972 S112 Agreed 
(e) Eon Next –Energy for the Cage (D/D) £43.90 Parish Councils Act 1957 S3 Agreed 
(f) DKO Wheatley – Hornbeam Tree (3) £144.00 Open Spaces Act 1906 SS9 &15 Agreed 
(g) James Pest Control – Moles on Village Green £65.00 Open Spaces Act 1906 SS9 -10 Agreed 
(h) T A Blackamore Ltd – Grass Cutting 2025/26 £4897.26 Open Spaces Act 1906 SS9 -10 Agreed 
(i) Cambs Community Foundation – Repayment of 

remaining grant funding for Shuttlebus Service 
£4318.12  Agreed 

 

 
 

https://www.publicaccess.fenland.gov.uk/publicaccess/monthlyListResults.do?action=firstPage


Page 18  Chairman Initials 
 

73/26. Finance Matters – To ratify payments made: 
 

(a) Tesco Mobile (Direct Debit) £9.50 LG Act 1972 S111 Approved 
(b) Unity Bank Account Fee (Standing Order) January £6.00 LG Act 1972 S111 Approved 
(c) Santander Acc Fee (Standing Order) December £4.99 LG Act 1972 S111 Approved 
(d) Wave – Water for the Cage (Direct Debit) £20.07 LG Act 1972 S133 Approved 

 
74/26. Finance Matters – Grant Applications 

(a) Section 137 Applications - Nil 
(b) Wrydecroft Small Grants Programme – Nil 

The Clerk reported that the £5000 funding allowance has been received from Cambridgeshire Community 
Foundation, ready to be awarded to successful grant applications of up to £1000 for the 2026/27 financial 
year. 

 
75/26. Correspondence  

(a) To discuss email received from resident regarding overhanging tree at the Village Pond 
A resident living adjacent to the Village Pond has contacted the Parish Council regarding concerns about an 
ash tree with overhanging branches. The resident has requested that the branches be trimmed and that 
ongoing maintenance of the tree is carried out. After discussion, councillors agreed for planning permission 
to be applied for. The clerk was instructed to obtain a quote for the necessary branch trimming and 
maintenance. 

(b) To discuss complaints received by The Chairman regarding the clothing bank on the Village Green 
The Vice-Chairman explained that there has been a long-standing arrangement between the Parish Council 
and Fenland District Council (FDC) concerning a recycling bin on the village green. He further reported that 
FDC has recently replaced the previous Salvation Army clothing bin with a new one for the Pink Elephant 
Group. Council members discussed how the new bin's colour does not conform to what is normally allowed 
in conservation areas. They requested confirmation from FDC’s Conservation Officer about whether the 
placement of the bin had been officially approved. Cllr Spriggs pointed out that a private company, rather 
than a charity, collects from the bin and questioned whether this setup was appropriate. 
Cllr Reader expressed support for the recycling initiative but emphasised the need for regular emptying of 
the bin to avoid bags of recyclables being left on the green, which could lead to untidiness and environmental 
issues. The Vice-Chairman proposed that the clerk contact the Conservation Officer at FDC and 
recommended postponing any decisions about moving or removing the bin until more information is 
received. The clerk will follow up on this matter. 

(c) To discuss email received requesting permission to metal detect on Parish Council owned land. 
The Council considered a request received via email for permission to conduct metal detecting on Parish 
Council-owned land. After discussion, it was determined that the Parish Council does not own any land 
suitable or available for metal detecting, and the clerk will advise the individual accordingly. Cllr Unwin has 
provisionally agreed to permit metal detecting on his personal property, and the clerk will provide his contact 
details to the enquirer. 
 

76/26. Outside Bodies 
(a) To elect a Parish Council representative for the Amenities ’95 management committee. 

The Vice-Chairman informed the Council that a request had been received from Amenities ’95 for the 
appointment of a Parish Council representative. It was agreed that Cllr Booth would continue as the 
appointed representative, and the clerk was instructed to notify the committee accordingly.  

 
77/26. Local Government Reorganisation 

(a) To consider consultation response on the proposals for unitary local government in Cambridgeshire & 
Peterborough (Open until 26th March 2026) 
The Parish Council considered the ongoing consultation regarding proposals for unitary local government 
arrangements in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. The consultation remains open until 26th March 2026. 
The Vice-Chairman informed the Council that views are being sought on four distinct proposals for 
reorganisation. 
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Option Proposer(s) Number of 
Unitary 
Councils 

Unitary Council Name District Areas Included 

1 (Known as B) 
 

Cambridge City 
Council, East 
Cambridgeshire 
District Council, 
South 
Cambridgeshire 
District Council 
 

2 
 

North Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough 

Peterborough, Huntingdonshire, East 
Cambridgeshire, Fenland 

Greater Cambridge Cambridge, South Cambridgeshire 

2 (Known as A) 
 

Cambridgeshire 
County Council 
 

2 
 

North West Peterborough, Fenland, 
Huntingdonshire 

South East Cambridge, East Cambridgeshire, South 
Cambridgeshire 

3 (Known as E) 
 

Huntingdonshire 
District Council 
 

3 
 

North East Peterborough, Fenland, East 
Cambridgeshire 

Central Huntingdonshire Huntingdonshire 
South West Cambridge, South Cambridgeshire 

4 (Known as D) 
 

Peterborough City 
Council, Fenland 
District Council 
 

3 
 

Greater Peterborough Peterborough, 9 wards from 
Huntingdonshire 

Mid Cambridgeshire Fenland, East Cambridgeshire, 17 wards 
from Huntingdonshire 

Greater Cambridge Cambridge, South Cambridgeshire 
 
Cllr Reader raised concerns regarding any option that would leave one unitary authority responsible for two areas 
facing deprivation: Fenland and Peterborough. The concern was that Fenland may not receive adequate funding if 
overshadowed by the City of Peterborough. 
The Vice-Chairman highlighted that Peterborough has a substantial rural area, which was regarded as a positive aspect. 
However, disappointment was expressed over the removal of Option C, which had previously proposed an East/West 
divide across Cambridgeshire. 
After further discussion, the clerk was instructed to respond formally to the consultation. The response was to 
emphasise the points raised during the meeting and to confirm that the Parish Council does not support any of the 
options currently put forward. 
 

78/26. Policy & Register Review and Adoption 
(a) IT Policy  

The IT Policy was approved with one amendment, and the clerk was instructed to upload the final draft to 
the website. Cllr Unwin advised caution, emphasising that all aspects of the IT Policy must be adhered to 
going forward. Additionally, it was mentioned that the Parish Council's current privacy notice requires 
updating and should be added to the website to comply with assertion 10. The clerk was also tasked to 
follow up on this issue. 

(b) Asset Register  
Cllr Reader noted that last year's Asset Register missed two items—the Lancaster Site memorial book and its 
fencing—due to a conversion error from Word to Excel. The Vice-Chairman suggested restating the AGAR 
asset figures and informing auditors, which members approved. The updated asset register was approved by 
Councillors. 

(c) Risk Assessment Register  
The Vice-Chairman suggested incorporating a matrix for risk scoring within the risk assessment after 
comprehensive discussions. Cllr Unwin recommended that the clerk pursue specialised Health & Safety and 
Risk Assessment training to develop a thorough understanding of the process involved in evaluating risk. The 
register was adopted with a single amendment, pending redesign in 2026/2027 following completion of 
training. Council members authorised the clerk to explore available training options and attend an 
appropriate course. 

(d) Health & Safety Policy  
Cllr Unwin raised the question of whether the clerk would distribute this policy document to all contractors 
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engaged by the Parish Council, and if the contractors’ own Health & Safety Policies and RAMS (Risk 
Assessment Method Statements) are reviewed prior to appointment. After additional discussion, 
consideration of the policy was deferred so that Cllr Unwin may review it further and propose recommended 
amendments. 
Whilst discussing the Risk Assessment and Health & Safety the Clerk suggested that placing a lifebuoy at the 
pond would help reduce the risk of drowning. While the Vice-Chairman was initially concerned about 
possible misuse or vandalism, the Council eventually agreed that lifebuoys were necessary. Cllr Spriggs 
pointed out that lifebuoys should also be installed along the permissive walkway, since it runs beside a deep 
drain. Cllr Unwin concurred, noting that lifebuoys would effectively address safety risks both at the drain and 
the pond. The Clerk was therefore asked to seek quotes for three lifebuoys, including cabinets and 
installation costs. 

 
79/26. Grass Cutting Tender 2026/27 
The Council considered the quotes received for the grass cutting contract for the year 2026/27. The following 
contractors submitted tenders: 

• T A Blackamore 
• Bowles Tree & Garden Services 
• D J Rowell Contracting 
• Idverde Ltd 
• Bradgate Grounds Maintenance Ltd 

The Clerk presented a matrix detailing the quotes, which had remained sealed until the official submission deadline. 
After review and discussion, the Vice-Chairman proposed awarding the contract to T A Blackamore at £4,081.05 (Exc 
VAT), citing satisfaction with their current level of service and alignment with budget constraints. This proposal was 
seconded by Cllr Unwin and was unanimously agreed upon by Council members. 
Cllr Spriggs suggested that the contract should be changed to a three-year term. This recommendation was accepted 
by Council members. It was agreed that the Clerk will invite tenders in 2027 for the subsequent period, requesting a 
single quote covering the years 2027–2030.  
 
80/26. Assets & Maintenance 

(a) To discuss restoration of the Information Board beside the Cage 
The Clerk advised that the ordering of a replacement plastic panel for the Information Board is still 
outstanding and stated that to move forward with the restoration; the panel needs to be re-measured. The 
Vice-Chairman suggested asking Paul Tibbs to measure and provide a quote. The Clerk will follow up. 

(b) To receive an update on Tree Works  
The Clerk reported that the willow tree work at the pond has finished, and work has begun on the village 
green. The tree report will be completed alongside this, and all works will be carried out as quickly as 
possible.  

(c) To receive an update on the Permissive Walkway 
The Clerk requested an update on organising the flail mower for the Permissive Walkway following Mr 
Rouse's resignation. Funds from the Wrydecroft Grant remain for equipment hire (£200-£300 per day). Cllr 
Spriggs confirmed delivery and assembly of the kissing gates, noting extra fencing is needed to prevent 
unauthorised access, and estimated total installation costs (to put the two sets of gates in, the required 
fencing and to install the ramps from the plainings and lorry tyres) would be around £2000. The Vice-
Chairman raised concerns about rising costs and suggested a new funding bid to Wrydecroft Windfarm for 
village enhancements which would include the lifebuoys. The next funding window opens 1st May 2026, 
delaying progress until summer. Cllr Unwin expressed disappointment that completion of the project is 
unlikely this year and recommended contacting groundworks companies to assess remaining tasks. It was 
agreed Cllr Spriggs would accompany the Clerk and attend the site visits with contractors. 

(e) To receive an update on the MVAS purchase 
The Clerk reported attending a meeting with the parish clerks of Wisbech St Mary and Sutton St Edmunds. 
She expressed reservations regarding the affordability of two solar-powered MVAS/SID units within the 
£6,000 awarded from Wrydecroft Windfarm, based on quotations received from Westcotec and Swarco. 
Efforts have been made to secure better value through a collective bulk order among the three parish 
councils. The Clerk confirmed that the grant funds have been received from Cambridgeshire Community 
Foundation and that the process will proceed upon receipt of the final quotation from Elan City, the 
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preferred supplier as identified in the grant application. The Clerk will provide a further update at the next 
meeting. 

(f) To consider quotes for anti-virus software for the Clerks Laptop 
The Clerk obtained a quote from Tamar IT Ltd for Sentinel One anti-virus software at £3.95 (excluding VAT) 
per month, which would be paid by direct debit through the parish council. After comparing several other 
commercially available options over two years, she found they were all priced similarly. The Clerk noted that 
purchasing software online would require her to buy it personally and then claim reimbursement through 
clerk’s expenses, which isn’t ideal for the council’s long-term practices. Considering this, Cllr Unwin suggested 
instructing Tamar IT to supply the software. This was approved by Council members. 

 
81/26. The Cage Maintenance  

(a) To consider quotes received for the interior redecoration of the Cage. 
The council considered quotations for the interior redecoration of the Cage. The Clerk advised that she had 
met with two commercial decorators who specialise in listed community buildings: Bruno Dallape of 
Cambridge Decorators and Warren Clark of Clark Decorators. A third quotation was received from Stephen 
Spriggs, who previously decorated the Cage. Contractors were asked to provide quotes for three distinct 
elements: 
• Walls and ceiling (including plastering repairs and damp proofing where yellow patches are present) 
• Floor sealing and removal of splashed paint 
• Woodwork staining and varnishing 

After reviewing all quotes, Councillors resolved to award the project to Stephen Spriggs, whose quotation 
totalled £845.00 (No VAT) and included the removal of all fixtures and fittings, storage, and refitting after 
decoration. Cllr Reader noted that the Cage is scheduled to reopen on 12th April 2026 and requested that the 
decorating be completed prior to this date. 
 

82/26. To receive the Amenities 95 Management Committee Report 
The Vice-Chairman stated that the only item to report was that the AGM is now rescheduled for 2nd May 2026 due to 
a delay with the accounts. 
 

83/26. To collate agenda items for the next meeting 
Cllr Spriggs – Clothing Recycling Bin 
Cllr Reader – Broken wooden post on the green & broken electric sockets in the Cage. 
 

84/26. Date of Next Meeting 
Wednesday 8th April 2026  7:00pm  Parson Drove Village Hall, Main Road, Parson Drove 
 

The meeting was closed at 9:25pm 
 


